
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF NOVEMBER 18, 2019 
 
The Work Session of October 17, 2019 called to order at 6:30 p.m. and the open public 
notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance were 
Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner Marshall, the Borough 
Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 
 
The Administrator opened the public comment portion of the meeting. 
 
Kim Custer, Evergreen Avenue, asked for an update on the Boxwood Hall property.  
Additionally, she noted that she had worked with Kathy Tassini on the information and 
background regarding the historic structures on the Bancroft property, which was 
submitted to the Administrator this afternoon.  Lastly, she asked for an update on the land 
swap with the Board of Education (BOE) regarding the Radnor Field and a portion of the 
Bancroft property.  Regarding Boxwood Hall, the Administrator stated that she is working 
with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) because the Borough is required to write 
an historic easement for the property.  She further noted that the Borough cannot move 
forward with anything for this site until that has been completed.  The land swap with the 
BOE is anticipated to happen before the end of December.  We still need to do the 
formal title search and the Recreation and Open Space Inventory (ROSI) also has to be 
updated.  Once these are completed then the settlement date can be determined.  It 
is the Administrator’s understanding that the BOE has everything from the State BOE as 
well. 
 
At 6:43 p.m. Ken Tomlinson and George and Carol Cox, from Celebrations Association, 
joined the meeting to discuss the location for the July 3, 2020 fireworks.  The Borough 
Administrator started the discussion by noting that the event has been held on the 
highway for the last three years due to the construction work at the high school.  Mayor 
Rochford asked where the Celebrations Association would like to have this event 
scheduled.  Mr. Cox stated that the majority of the members would like to see the event 
continue to be held on the highway with the fireworks at the Middle School, and with 
Kings Highway being closed from PATCO to Haddon Avenue.  He noted that the contract 
with the fireworks vendor, Pyrotechnic, would need to be signed by the middle of 
February at the latest to receive a discount.  It is felt that more people come when on 
the highway and the Association has received positive feedback for the location in the 
downtown.  Commissioner Kasko asked about the level of contributions when held 
downtown versus at the high school.  Ms. Cox replied that this number is down by 
approximately 20% overall.  Mr. Tomlinson stated that this difference has been made up 
by proceeds from food trucks and the various children’s activities.  Commissioner Bianco 
Bezich noted the various safety issues concerning the high school site.  The Administrator 
asked if there was some way to get some of the sponsors from First Night and noted that 
the Borough’s expenses for the event have increased from $1,500 to roughly $6,000, in 
part because once crowds reach over 5,000 Homeland Security has to be involved.  
Discussions then centered round how to increase sponsorship money.  Mayor Rochford 
asked if Partnership for Haddonfield (PfH) has weighed in on the event being held 
downtown.  Commissioner Kasko replied that most businesses don’t like it and are closed 
by 6:00 or 7:00 p.m.  It was noted that there is still an issue with the placement of food 
trucks near or in front of restaurants.  The Administrator stated that there is a map showing 



where food trucks are allowed.  Mr. Tomlinson commented that the Association would 
be able to take on a higher percentage of the enforcement costs, but not the entire 
increase.  It was agreed that rain dates would not be allowed, in part because once the 
fireworks are set up they cannot be dismantled and would have to be set off.  It was 
agreed that more of our residents attended when downtown.  The Commissioners 
agreed to keep the event downtown.  The members from Celebrations Association left 
the meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Bianco Bezich then reviewed the organization of the departments, 
committees, boards and commissions.  The Commissioners reviewed various portions of 
the three portfolios; i.e. PfH, Planning Board (PB), Human Relations, Bancroft negotiations, 
etc.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich noted that she is trying to determine what areas she 
would be most useful.  The Commissioners also discussed the BOE liaison, which 
Commissioner Kasko noted is traditionally the Mayor, although each department has a 
different relationship with the BOE.  The Commissioners discussed the possibility of 
exchanging some of the responsibilities/boards within their portfolios.  It was noted by 
Mayor Rochford that he has also offered the Public Affairs and Public Safety Department 
to Commissioner Bianco Bezich.  After further discussions regarding the various boards, 
Commissioner Kasko indicated that he would have to think about potentially taking on 
the PB and giving up PfH.  He would get back to the Administrator prior to the November 
26th Commissioner Meeting. 
 
Mayor Rochford asked if the December 9th work session could be moved, as he would 
be out of the country until December 11th.  The Commissioners agreed to move the work 
session to Thursday, December 12th at 6:30 p.m. 
 
After a brief discussion the Commissioner’s agreed to award the 2020 Animal Shelter 
Service Contract at the November 26th Commissioner Meeting. 
 
A request from Clean Energy to approve a resolution supporting NJ State Bill A4819/S2252 
was reviewed.  The Administrator noted that the Bill has been paused in Committee.  
Mayor Rochford commented that typically the Commissioners stay away from these 
types of requests.  The Administrator agreed, but also noted that the Commissioners still 
review the requests.  She further noted that the Governor has made alternative energy 
high on his priority list.  Commissioner Kasko did not feel that a resolution was necessary 
in this instance, but did point out that if it is something that affects Haddonfield then the 
Commissioners have sent a letter to those directly involved.  The Commissioners agreed 
to not move forward with the request. 
 
The Administrator advised that Collingswood is beginning to look again at energy 
aggregation for their residents.  There have been several successful programs throughout 
the state since the time the Borough originally looked into this program.  Collingswood 
will be bringing people in to do a review to see if there is a potential for savings.  The 
Mayor of Collingswood has asked if the Commissioners would be interested in 
participating.  The Administrator suggested a straw poll of our residents regarding their 
interest in such a program.  We could then get pricing from PSE&G to see if there is a 
savings.  She further noted that one of the drawbacks is that residents not interested in 
participating would have to opt out; this is not an opt-in program.  After additional 
conversation the Commissioners agreed to look into the program again. 



 
Per the Administrator a ribbon cutting for the new elevator at the PATCO Station will be 
scheduled for the end of December.  She asked if the Commissioners would be interested 
in attending such an event.  The Commissioners indicated that they would.  Once the 
date has been finalized the Administrator will forward that to the Commissioners. 
 
The necessary affordable housing resolutions and ordinances that need to be adopted 
in response to the Fair Share Housing Corp. (FSHC) settlement were reviewed by the 
Administrator.  Mayor Rochford asked if there was anything that came out of the 
November 13th PB review.  The Administrator replied that there was nothing new reported.  
The Commissioners then discussed the affordable units required at both the Snowden 
Avenue and Bancroft sites.  The question came up as to whether or not it would make 
sense to form a Housing Authority; which would give us some for leverage.  It was agreed 
that additional discussions would be needed before making such a decision.  It was 
agreed to introduce the two ordinances at the November 26th meeting and add the 
Public Hearings for those, as well as the resolutions, to the December 17th meeting 
agenda. 
 
The 2020 meeting schedule was reviewed.  The Commissioners were asked to review for 
discussion at the December work session, with approval at the December 17th meeting. 
 
It was noted that the attendance reports for the Shade Tree Commission and the Library 
Board of Trustees had not been received as yet for the discussion about the 
appointments expiring on December 31, 2019.  The Commissioners agreed to hold off 
until the December work session to discuss further. 
 
The Commissioners reviewed the November 26th agenda.  The Administrator advised that 
there would be no budget transfers until the December meeting. 
 
Commissioner Kasko reported that there was nothing new to report from PfH.  Their next 
meeting would be held during the NJ League of Municipalities Conference.  He did note 
that they do have the name of those interested in working on a committee regarding 
single use plastics. 
 
The Commissioners were asked if they would like to begin receiving notices put out 
periodically from the State’s Department of Community Affairs (DCA).  The 
Commissioners agreed to have their names added. 
 
At 8:18 p.m. Mayor Rochford made a motion to go into closed session to discuss Bancroft 
development negotiations as well as appointments.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Bianco Bezich, which was then approved unanimously. 
 
The Commissioners returned from closed session at 9:39 p.m., where the motion had 
included adjourning the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Deanna Bennett, RMC 
Borough Clerk 


